ACT English and Reading Helpful Hinters

ACT English


*Think like “an editor”—you act like a proofreader while you search for and keep in mind the author’s intent and intended audience


*THINK----------“FIX, FIND, and PLUG” on Usage/Mechanics questions:



1.  Check the context



2.  Fix it yourself



3.  Find a match



4.  Plug in the answer


*Use your EAR---


*Answers can give you CLUES—examine the differences in the alternate answers.  Examine the noun---is it singular or plural?  Look at verb tense—If you have a verb ending in –ed, often times your choice should as well.


*Look at the SHORTEST answer…..Basic truth about language:  good communication is efficient communication.  Wordy is NOT always GOOD!


*The most important application of “choose the shortest answer” strategy is when OMIT is an answer option.  Omitting something is always the shortest possible answer.  And on previous tests, the OMIT choice has been right more than 50% of the time that it has been offered.  Pay close attention when this is offered as a choice.

*The “NO CHANGE” answer choice is not just put in to throw you off track, but is actually correct 20-25% of the time!
